
 
 
 
Hello all, 
June 9,2022 
 
Just some thoughts after another visit GSP and Little Pond where 2 groups of people were 
parking illegally on Drew Road and swimming and sunbathing on both beaches on Friday. 
 
Barbara and I went over to GSP beach yesterday, as we have in the past to see what the area 
looked like at the beginning of the season and after the 2nd Holiday Weekend. 
 
The beach had a lot less large-scale trash around so it looks like someone did make an effort 
recently at least do a sweep and get the big stuff.  All the little litter that accumulates to a lot of 
trash we picked up and removed. We both spent 1.5 hours picking up bottle caps, nips, 
cigarette butts, food wrappers and other assorted pieces of refuse. There was a Soccer net, and 
ball, and we could see the degradation to the beach from this sport and multiple uses through-
out the previously pristine beach area. We left the net as we could not carry back to the road 
and did not have a truck, but this should be removed. There was a bench made by cutting logs 
with an axe and roped together and left on the upland area of the beach, which we dismantled.  
Native plants that use to grown well on this remote beach have been killed from beach 
blankets, fire pits, dogs digging and running on the beach and now soccer! The area is trampled 
and plants that use to grow here have disappeared, some barely hanging on. Lots of cigarettes 
butts and bottle caps around most of the fire pits and on the beach and paths. Fire pits and 
burned logs on the beach Some fire evidence under the trees. More charcoal, and burned wood 
has blackened the beach even more. At the end of the day the charcoal and logs are dumped 
and buried on the beach, or in the woods creating the gray sand that is covering a greater part 
of the once white beach. 
 
 We very often see fires in the evening and have seen evidence of small fires in pits and 
charcoal grills, continuing this year.  Our new weather pattern with dryer summer weather and 
more frequent strong winds seems to be the new normal so it is even more urgent to get this 
issue solved. Is there any way for firetrucks to get in to put out a fire if one started?? I believe 
there is no road or access except for the foot path into this area. 
There are no houses or any source water to put out a fire, anywhere near our GSP beach or 
anywhere nearby so this is unacceptable to put our properties at risk, as well as the State Forest 
and Myles Standish. 
Many people have called the police and Fire Dept countless times but there is no plan for this to 
stop. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
There is no parking allowed in this area along Drew Road so I think it should be cordoned off 
with signs to prevent its use until there is a resolution that we are all comfortable with that 
could allow passive hiking thru this area of the State Forest, in the future, as it was intended. 
Recreation that negatively impacts this sensitive area is inconsistent with the conservation 
restrictions that were agreed to and is destroying this fragile land. It seems that it is time to fine 
anyone using the beach for anything but hiking thru the Wildlands Trust path. We need to think 
ahead and preserve the few areas that have value before we lose the precious places from 
overuse. We have a large State Forest nearby that has places for recreation with life guards, 
parking and restrooms. Could PCIS be used for summer recreation and make this area available 
for sports and tables for picknicks and other recreation instead of a remote place like the GSP 
beach where there is no oversight.  
Barbara suggested the town should look for other open spaces for recreation to take place. 
Why can’t our schools be more inducive to these open spaces and allow recreation on the 
holidays at least when the town has an influx of visitors from other towns. Are there other open 
area that could be made more parklike that would have fields for sports or other activities and 
grilling in a secure spot. Does anyone have any ideas of alternative places that might be set up 
for summer holidays when space is becoming more in demand? PCIS is near the some of these 
walking trails can this area be managed better for recreational use? 
 
There should be a few places to preserve for nature itself not only for human beings. I urge the 
town to take action to protect this preserve for the long run, and help connect some of these 
nature corridors intact. If this is a Wildlife conservation easement, why is it being pressured for 
human use? 
 
Denise Stowell 
 
 
 

                    
   Once pristine beach now soccer field                   Abundant evidence of fire  



           
 Little South Pond where swimming and                    Grill dumped in the woods 
fires are also happening     
 
 

 
 
                                             These native plants are just barely hanging on. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Lots of trash picked up with multitude of cigarette butts, bottle caps, food wrappers, wipes, and 
clothing, etc. 
 
 
 


