
 

Save the Pine Barrens, Inc. 
158 Center Hill Preserve 

Plymouth MA 02360 
www.savethepinebarrnes.org  

environmentwatchsoutheasternma@gmail.com 
 

January 31, 2022 

 
Secretary Kathleen A. Theoharides 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: MEPA Office 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
Via email to MEPA@mass.gov 
 

 
Re: South Meadow Reserve Wetlands Restoration Project, EEA # 16508 

 
 
Dear Secretary Theoharides, 
 

 
Save the Pine Barrens, Inc. (STPB) submits these comments on the above-referenced EENF for 
the Edgewood Bogs - South Meadow Reserve Wetlands Restoration project. 
 
STBP is a Massachusetts non-profit corporation whose mission is to protect, steward and 
restore lands and waters in Southeastern Massachusetts.  STPB members live, work, and 
recreate in Southeastern Massachusetts in, on and/or near project site. STPB and its members 
have a direct and concrete interest in avoiding and mitigating actual or probable Damage to the 
Environment as defined by MEPA regulation 301 CMR 11.02.  STPB requests that these facts be 
added to the record of EEA # 16508 and the associated Damage to the Environment be 
disclosed and mitigated. 
 
STPB supports the restoration project in theory but objects to its segmentation from the overall 
Edgewood Bogs ongoing sand mining operations within about a mile of the Project Site– 
removing sand and gravel with a market value of millions of dollars, under the unsubstantiated 
claim that it is necessary and incidental to agricultural operations.   
 
Is the Edgewood Bog “restoration” project another effort to use taxpayer funds to put a thin 
veneer of respectability on the cranberry industry whose practices include illegal earth removal 
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under the guise of agriculture as we have documented in detail to you in EEA No. 13940, the AD 
Makepeace TMUD project? 
 
MEPA must require a full EIR for the South Meadow project that addresses all the Damage to 
the Environment caused by Edgewood Bog operations, not just on the 30 acres of the 
restoration project, but on their vast landholdings where wetlands are being destroyed and the 
aquifer threatened by extensive earth removal operations.  
 
Do these “agricultural operations” throughout Edgewood’s properties qualify for “agricultural 
exemptions” under the Wetlands Protection Act? Has Edgewood disclosed this to MassWildlife, 
the project Applicant? 
 
Specifically, the EENF Land Section III is incomplete because it fails to describe and take into 
account Edgewood’s other activities causing Damage to the Environment. It is particularly 
offensive that the project is portrayed as benefitting environmental justice communities when 
these very communities are the ones abutting illegal earth removal sites.  As a result of the 
unregulated sand mining surrounding them, these “environmental justice” residents suffer daily 
exposure to carcinogenic silica dust that covers their homes and cars, diesel emissions, noise, 
vibrations and strip mining that is threatening their drinking water. This has been going on for 
many years while state regulators turn a blind eye, the Earth Removal Committee rubber 
stamps permits for their business associates and the Conservation Commission issues 
agricultural exemptions. 
 
 
Earth removal, 400,000 cubic yards, starting in 2019 
 
On December 12, 2019, Carver Earth Removal Committee issued Edgewood a permit to remove 
400,000 cubic yards from Map 122, Lot 25. This product has an estimated market value of $4 
million. Is MEPA going to look the other way when the ongoing earth removal is less than a mile 
a way from the restoration location?  
 
See, Google Earth Map below, Earth Removal Permit and Assessor’s map documenting that 
there is and will be an earth removal operation by Edgewood proximate to the restoration site 
continuing until 2024.  
 
What is the impact of this on the environmental justice community, the aquifer, rivers, streams 
and ecosystems that the restoration project seeks to fix? Is Edgewood undoing the very work 
that MassWildlife is spending restoration dollars on? We urge you to obtain the plans for the 
sand mining operation and assess all of the Damage to the Environment and not allow improper 
segmentation of the project.  
 
The Agency Action that triggers MEPA for the restoration project is the same Agency Action 
Edgewood is using to portray its earth removal as part of an agricultural operation necessitating 
an earth removal (a commercial sand mining operation).  



 
 



 
 



Other Edgewood mining projects within about a mile of the restoration site 
 
Edgewood appears to be conducting or has conducted earth removal at two additional 
locations. Incomplete or inaccurate records from the Carver Earth Removal Committee and 
Conservation Commission make it impossible to determine the exact location of any allegedly 
permitted activities. The photographs, however, from December 2021 below show clearly earth 
removal operations in wetlands on land that is owned by Edgewood according to publicly 
available records and our best good faith research. Is this sanctioned by MEPA? 
 
Here are the likely locations of other Edgewood earth removal operations. 
 

 
 



On March 3, 3016 the Carver Earth Removal Committee issued an Earth Removal Permit to 
Edgewood for 25,000 cubic yards on Assessors Map 121, Lot 4, shown below.

 
 

 
 



December 2021 photographs of Edgewood sand mining operation, off Tremont Street, 
Carver MA along the Eversource transmission corridor. 

 
 



 





 



 
 

 

How long are the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs and its MEPA 
office going to turn a blind eye toward the illicit earth removal industry that is ravaging 
Southeastern Massachusetts and Carver in particular?   



 
We are a volunteer alliance and have used our best due diligence to provide accurate 

and timely information to support these comments.  There is a lack of enforcement and 
oversight putting citizen watchdogs in the position of doing our regulator’s jobs. Should you 
determine that any of the facts provided here is inaccurate or incomplete we request that you 
kindly inform us so that we may update our information. 

 

 Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret E. Sheehan 

Margaret E. Sheehan 
Attorney 
Save the Pine Barrens, Inc. 
158 Center Hill Road 
Plymouth MA 02360 
environmentwatchsoutheasternma@gmail.com 
tel. 508-259-9154 
 
 
cc: Mass Audubon 
      Carver Conservation Commission 
      Carver Earth Removal Committee 
      Mass DEP, Jonathan Hobill      
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